
Academic Progress 

Pennsylvania State Grant Program 



    Chapters 

 

1. School and Program Eligibility 
 

2. Student Enrollment and Eligibility Verification 
 

3. Attempted Credit Reporting 
 

4. Costs and Adjustments 
 

5. Disbursement and Cash Management 
 
 
 





Purpose of Webinar  

Reviewing information on Academic Progress 

 

• Definition  

• Evaluation  

• Prior Grants 

• Repeat Work  

• Transfer student 

• Academic Year vs Summer  

• Exceptions 

 

 



Defining Academic Progress 

Regulation§ 121.58. Academic Progress 
 

Definition  

For each academic year (Fall, Winter, Spring; and/or 

Summer term) during which State Grant aid is 

received, a student must successfully complete the 

minimum number of credits (clock hours) appropriate 

to the student’s enrollment status starting with the 

terms for which State Grant aid was received.  



 

There is no qualitative measure (GPA) 

Quantitative measure 

School’s standards do not apply 

Required to verify: 
FOR THE LAST ACADEMIC YEAR DURING WHICH THE 

STUDENT RECEIVED STATE GRANT AID, the student completed 

the required minimum number of credits or clock hours for the 

terms’ award 

Within last 10 years (If last grant was 2004-05 or before – not 

required; designated as “HST” for history) 

Credits earned in terms retroactive to the receipt of the State Grant 

award(s) being reviewed do not count towards academic progress. 

 

Evaluating Academic Progress   



Evaluating Academic Progress 

 
Yearly Cycle Options 

 
School 
checks: 

 
Option 1  
 
Summer 
‘header’ 

 
Summer 

 
Fall 

 
Winter (if 
applicable) 

 
Spring 

 
All students 
after Spring 

 
Option 2  
 
Summer 
‘trailer’ 

 
Fall  

 
Winter (if 
applicable) 

 
Spring  

 
Summer 

 
All students 
after Summer 

Required to apply to ALL students at the 

same point annually 

After either Spring or Summer term 



Evaluating Academic Progress 

 

Calvin attempted and earned 12 semester credits for Fall 
2013 and received a full-time State Grant award 

He attempted 12 semester credits in the Spring 2014 
and earned 9 and received a full-time State Grant award 

He attempted and earned 6 semester credits during 
Summer 2014 and received a half-time State Grant 
award 

Calvin did not make progress.  

Was awarded based on 30 credits 

Earned 27 credits (12 + 9 + 6) 

Reject for Lack of Progress with next term 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reporting Academic Progress 

To report ineligible: 
 

Partner Interface –Single/Mass Update 

Use ‘Academic Progress Reject’ 

(Cancellation/Reinstatement section) 
 

Certification Transmission – Code ‘1’ – Yes – Failed to Make 

Progress in the term Progress Indicator [positions 62 (Full Year); 

59 (Fall); 60 (Winter); and 61 (Spring)]   



Prior Grant Information 

The term is represented by a letter code – 
‘F’- Fall; ‘W’ – Winter; ‘S’- Spring; ‘R’ – 
Summer 
A two-position number indicates the 
calendar year.  Examples: 
S15 2014-15 Spring term 
W09 2009-10 Winter term 
R10 2010 Summer term 
HST Indicates that the student’s 

most recent State Grant was 
for a term prior to the  
2005-06 Academic Year. 

Most recent 6 

terms on roster 



Prior Grant Information 

ELIGIBILITY RECORD  to view the student’s history of 

enrollment and State Grant awards 

 

Prior Award Terms and Prior Award Counters  on the 

Applicant Status Transmission or Listing 

 

Prior Grant Terms- Number One through Number Six on the 

Disbursement Transmission 



Minimum Number of Credits for Schools 

 
Minimum Number of Credits/Clock Hours That Must Be 

Successfully Completed 
 
For each: 

 
Award 
Counter 

 
Student must complete a minimum of: 

 
Full-time 
semester 
award 

 
.50 

 
12 semester credits/450 clock hours 

 
Full-time 
quarter award 

 
.33/.34 

 
12 quarter or 8 semester credits/300 clock 
hours 

 
Half-time 
semester 
award 

 
.25 

 
6 semester credits/225 clock hours 

 
Half-time 
quarter award 

 
.16/.17 

 
6 quarter credits or 4 semester credits/150 
clock hours 



Repeat Work and Academic Progress  

Repeat Work 

Successfully completed can only count once 

Successful means that the student 

earned/received credit and the course does not 

have to be repeated 

For example, if a student earns credit for a course 

where a ‘D’ was received and repeats that course 

and earns a ‘B’, the credits may only be counted 

ONCE (when the ‘D’ was earned) 



Academic Progress – Repeated Work 

Example 1  

 

Justin did not attend Summer 2013 

He attempted 12 semester credits in the Fall 2013, 
received a full-time State Grant award but earned only 9 

He attempted and earned 15 semester credits during 
Spring 2014 and received a full-time State Grant award; 3 
of those credits was a repeated failed class from Fall 
2013. 

Justin did make progress.  

Was awarded based on 24 credits (minimum 
enrollment – 12 + 12) 

Earned 24 credits (9 + 15) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Academic Progress- Repeated Work  

Example 2  

 

Shelley did not attend Summer 2013 

She attempted 12 semester credits in the Fall 2013, 
received a full-time State Grant award and earned 12 

She attempted 12 semester credits (9 new credits and 3 
from repeated course from Fall) during Spring 2014, 
received a full-time State Grant award and earned 9 new 
credits.  

Shelley did not make progress.  

Was awarded based on 24 credits (minimum 
enrollment – 12 + 12) 

Earned 21 credits (repeat course credits only 
earned once) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Credits via Examination 

Do NOT count 
 

Inability to Verify 

Do not credit 

Reject 

 

Advance Standing and Non-Verified 

Credits  



 

Credits at previous school: 

Do NOT need to be transferable to your school 

Must be earned at a State Grant approved OR Federal Title IV 

eligible postsecondary institution 

 

Documentation 

Transcript in format that can be produced for compliance audit; 

OR 

Non-official transcript  or grade report that documents: 

Classes attempted 

Period of enrollment (terms and year) 

Number of credits for each course 

Grade for each course 

 

 

Transfer Students and Academic Progress 



Mid-Year Transfers 

State Grant award exists in 

a previous term of the 

current year  

School Action Notes 

No Your school should review 

academic progress 

immediately. 

N/A 

Yes Your school should review 

academic progress with 

your regular cycle (after 

Spring or after Summer).  

Print a copy of the 

student’s eligibility as 

proof of verification in the 

event that the student’s 

award at the previous 

school is later removed.   

PHEAA permits your school to assume 

the school previously attended applied 

the State Grant academic progress test 

after each academic year (12-month) 

period of aid received before crediting 

additional (subsequent) State Grant 

payments when there is an award at that 

school (i.e. Fall or Winter term).   



Transfer Students Checklist 

Checklist: 

When (if ever) did student last receive a State 

Grant award? 

Where did they attend at the time? 

Do you have a copy of the transcripts that cover 

that period to present? 

How many credits have successfully been 

completed since that time? 



Transfer - Example 1 

 

Leeann had awards for 2013-14 at PHEAA University; 
she attended PHEAA University for Fall 2014 but did not 
receive a State Grant award 

She transfers to your school during Spring 2015 and your 
school normally checks progress after Spring 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transfer- Example 2  

 

Leeann had awards for 2013-14 and Fall 2014 at 
PHEAA University 

She transfers to your school during Spring 2015 and your 
school normally checks progress after Spring 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summer is first term of attendance at your school (not 

visiting), check: 

Immediately if the last year of aid was not during previous 

academic year 

After Summer if the last year of aid was during previous year 

and your school checks after Summer 
 

Visiting my school for Summer: 

Verify when ‘home’ school checks (if after Spring – verify 

now; if after Summer – provide information to ‘home’ school) 

Two School Enrollment: 

‘Home’ school verifies since must process aid 

 

Summer Transfers  



Summer Transfer- Example 1 

 

Travis had an award for Fall 2013 at PHEAA University; 
he attended PHEAA University for the Spring 2014 and 
2014-15 academic year but did not have a State Grant 
during those terms 

He transfers to your school during Summer 2015 and 
your school normally checks progress after Summer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transfer- Example 2 

 

Travis had an award for Fall 2013 at PHEAA University; 
he attended PHEAA University for the Spring 2014 but 
did not have a State Grant award 

Travis also attended PHEAA University during 2014-15 
and had a State Grant award for both terms 

He transfers to your school during Summer 2015 and 
your school normally checks progress after Summer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remedial Credits  

Can use the remedial credits only when: 

Those same credits were used for a remedial exception 

to enrollment 

Part-time 3/3 remedial exception (only 3 remedial can be used) 

Full-time 6/6 remedial exception (only 6 remedial can be used) 

The student received a State Grant during the exception 

term 

In other words - remedial credits taken during a 

term when not receiving a State Grant may not be 

counted 

 



Remedial Example  

Brenda enrolled in 15 credits (12 regular and 3 remedial) for 
Fall 2013, 12 regular credits for Spring 2014, and 6 regular 
credits for Summer 2014.  She had State Grant awards 
commensurate with those enrollment statuses. 

She didn’t need remedial credits for 2013-14 or Summer 2014 

She earns 12 credits in the Fall, 9 regular and 3 remedial; she 
earns the credits for which she was enrolled for Spring and 
Summer as well. 

Brenda did not make progress.  

3 remedial from Fall did not count toward State Grant 
enrollment (attempted 12, earned 9) 

Earned 27 credits (9 + 12 + 6; but needed 30) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exceptions 

Progress Exception Form – 
pheaa.org/forms 

 

Must be completed by both 
the student and the school of 
record where progress 
failed 

 

Accompanying documentation 
(copies not originals) 
supporting the student’s 
request must accompany the 
appeal 

 

All information submitted by 
the school is confidential 



Resources 
 www.PHEAA.org/training 

Tutorials, Webinars, User Guides, etc.  

 PageCenter Reports 

 Document Library 

 

Contact State Grant and    

Special Programs Staff: 
 Email sghelp@pheaa.org  or              

Call 1-800-443-0646, Option 3, Option 1  
Reserved for Financial Aid Administrators 

 Call 1-800-443-0646, Option 4  
Discuss Transmissions 

 

 

Resources 

http://www.pheaa.org/training


If you have additional questions after reviewing the Certification 

Procedures, please contact State Grant and Special Programs staff. 


