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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


 NEWS RELEASE
CONTACT: Add name, phone # and/or email address)    

(name of school) Offers Free Financial Aid Guidance

FAFSA Completion Workshop for College-Bound Students & Parents

(add city, town, township, etc.), PA (add date, 2008) – (school name) will offer a free FAFSA Completion Workshop on (date) at (time) in the school’s (location). The workshop, for college-bound juniors and seniors, their parents and school counselors, provides the opportunity to get personalized help completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the chance to ask questions related to the financial aid process. 

Workshop information will be provided by representatives of PHEAA’s regional offices. 

The deadline for submitting the FAFSA to determine eligibility for a Pennsylvania State Grant is May 1, however, families should submit their FAFSA as early as possible after January 1 to ensure meeting earlier financial aid deadlines.

The FAFSA is used to determine if students qualify for almost all forms of need-based financial assistance, including the Pennsylvania State Grant, Federal Pell Grant, many scholarships and institutional awards, and low-cost student loans. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to find out about the student aid that is available to finance college expenses.
“Each year, tens of thousands of Pennsylvania families don’t complete their FAFSA in time to meet the various deadlines for financial assistance,” notes Representative William Adolph, Jr., Chairman of the PHEAA Board. (you may attribute this quote to a school official if you like) “To be sure you qualify for all the aid available, it is best to plan ahead and be sure you submit your FAFSA prior to your earliest financial aid deadline.” 

Last year, 94% of all applicants completed the FAFSA online which provides for faster and more accurate results. Families are encouraged to visit pheaa.org/fafsa to access the 2008-09 online FAFSA, as well as a FAFSA on the Web Worksheet to help walk them through the application process step-by-step. Since the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) will only send paper FAFSAs to individuals who personally request a paper form, call USDE at 1.800.433.3243 if Internet access is unavailable.

Families are advised to be cautious of online FAFSA sites that require a fee to complete the free application, as help is available through PHEAA’s regional offices and the U.S. government at no charge. 
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