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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE GRANT PROGRAM 
 
 
The Pennsylvania State Grant Program, administered by the Pennsylvania Higher Education 
Assistance Agency (PHEAA), provides grants to eligible Pennsylvania residents who are in need 
of financial aid to attend a PHEAA-approved postsecondary institution. Recipients must be 
undergraduate students who have not received a first bachelor’s degree and who enroll in a 
program of study that is at least two academic years in length. Those who applied in 2010-11
could receive up to $3,541 as a full-time student at a Pennsylvania school. At non-profit schools 
located in other states, students may receive up to $301 or $452, depending on the location of the 
school and the reciprocity agreement with that state, while veterans may receive up to $603. 
Students who enroll part-time for at least six credits are eligible for one-half of the full-time award 
amount. State Grants are also available to students who enroll in summer sessions. 
 
Major Eligibility Requirements: 
 Be a Pennsylvania resident for at least 12 consecutive months immediately preceding the filing 

date of the FAFSA application (exclusive of any period of time the student spent while enrolled 
in a Pennsylvania postsecondary educational institution)  

 Be a graduate of an approved high school, have a GED, or completed an approved home 
school program 

 Meet criteria for financial need 
 Attend a PHEAA-approved school 
 Be enrolled for at least six credits as an undergraduate 
 Be enrolled in an approved program of study of at least two academic years in duration 
 Earn, through classroom instruction, at least 50% of the total credits/clock hours required for 

completing the program of study 
 Maintain satisfactory academic progress (if prior State Grants were received) 
 Not have previously earned a bachelor's degree or its equivalent 
 Not be in default or have a claim of default pending on an educational loan (or awards 

converted to loans), guaranteed or reinsured by the federal government, state government or 
institution. This also applies to programs where awards converted to loans due to failure to 
meet all eligibility or service requirements 

 
Note: With certain limited exceptions, applicants attending institutions in Maryland, New Jersey, or 
New York are not eligible for the Pennsylvania State Grant program. 

 iii



 iv 

THE FEDERAL PELL GRANT PROGRAM 
 
Federal Pell Grant awards are the foundation upon which all other federal, state, and institutional 
financial aid to undergraduates is determined. Established in 1972 as the Basic Educational 
Opportunity Grant (BEOG) and re-named for the legislation’s chief sponsor – Senator Claiborne 
Pell – in 1980, this program provides students with documented economic need a basic amount of 
grant aid to help pay for college costs. Congress originally envisioned the Federal Pell Grant as an 
entitlement program. However, subsequent concerns about the potential impact on the federal 
deficits of a program with costs driven by recipients’ family financial circumstances resulted in 
awards tied to an annual appropriation process. 
 
During the 1973-74 award year, Federal Pell Grants were available only to otherwise-qualified 
freshmen who began their post-high school education after April 1, 1973, and who attended on a 
full-time basis. In the 1974-75 award year, freshmen and previously-eligible sophomores attending 
on a full-time basis were eligible to apply to the program.  
 
In the 1975-76 award year, the Program expanded to include a third cohort of freshmen and those 
sophomores and juniors who previously had met application eligibility standards. Additionally, 
otherwise qualified students, who enrolled on at least a half-time basis, could apply for Federal 
Pell Grants.  
 
Beginning with the 1976-77 award year, all undergraduate students enrolled on an at least half-
time basis were eligible to apply to the Federal Pell Grant Program.  
 
PHEAA does not include Federal Pell Grant information as part of its suite of financial aid reports 
because of data reporting concerns and complexities: 

• PHEAA does not have access to verified final award amounts for individual students. 
• Pennsylvania residents may receive an award through the Federal Pell Grant Program 

when attending a s chool or program of study that does not meet State Grant Program 
eligibility. 

• Students who are not residents of Pennsylvania, but who attend a Pennsylvania 
postsecondary institution, can receive a Federal Pell Grant award. 

• Changes in award provisions – PL110-315, the Higher Education Opportunity Act, August 
18, 2008 – extended Federal Pell Grant eligibility beyond the previous one-year maximum 
award limitation. 

 
The Annual End of Year Report for the Federal Pell Grant Program, produced by and available 
from the United States Department of Education, provides complete data on Federal Pell Grants 
for Pennsylvania, both for Pennsylvanians participating in postsecondary education anywhere and 
for those from outside the commonwealth attending a Pennsylvania postsecondary institution. 
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YEAR-BY-YEAR SUMMARY STATISTICS

PA State Grant Program Overview Tables

Table 1: Summary of PA State Grant Program Growth 1965-66 to 2010-11

A

Combined Academic
Year and Summer

School Summer School Only Academic Year Program Only

Year Appropriation
Number

of Awards
Value of
Awards

Number
of Awards

Value of
Awards

Number
of Awards

Value of
Awards Maximum Award

Full-Year
Average Award

1965-66 $3,800,999 6,500 $2,200,000 0 $0 6,500 $2,200,000 $1,200 $338

1966-67 $12,000,000 17,450 $13,400,000 0 $0 17,450 $13,400,000 $1,200 $767

1967-68 $31,500,000 37,752 $29,141,700 152 $41,700 37,600 $29,100,000 $1,200 $773

1968-69 $46,500,000 67,955 $44,259,775 362 $81,300 67,593 $44,178,475 $800 $677

1969-70 $51,400,000 88,161 $50,273,274 888 $210,908 87,273 $50,062,366 $800a $604

1970-71 $51,400,000 87,882 $50,994,701 1,110 $247,973 86,772 $50,746,728 $800b $615

1971-72 $55,458,000 100,470 $58,050,516 1,670 $394,289 98,800 $57,656,227 $1,200/800c $623

1972-73 $61,898,000 109,151 $63,668,093 3,650 $908,549 105,501 $62,759,544 $1,200/800c $653

1973-74 $65,440,000 111,443 $65,173,098 4,969 $1,533,484 106,474 $63,639,614 $1,200/800c $662

1974-75 $68,440,000 119,831 $73,515,800 7,088 $2,351,800 112,743 $71,164,000 $1,200/800/600d $693

1975-76 $68,440,000 125,549 $70,327,039 7,479 $2,385,363 118,070 $67,941,676 $1,200/800/600e $640

1976-77 $68,440,000 119,833 $65,050,420 7,717 $2,467,807 112,116 $62,582,613 $1,200/800/600f $613

1977-78 $68,440,000 118,636 $72,308,263 7,174 $2,296,229 111,462 $70,012,034 $1,500/800/600g $694
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PA State Grant Program Overview Tables

Table 1: Summary of PA State Grant Program Growth 1965-66 to 2010-11

A

Combined Academic
Year and Summer

School Summer School Only Academic Year Program Only

Year Appropriation
Number

of Awards
Value of
Awards

Number
of Awards

Value of
Awards

Number
of Awards

Value of
Awards Maximum Award

Full-Year
Average Award

1978-79 $68,440,000 114,938 $71,790,915 6,390 $2,263,808 108,548 $69,527,107 $1,500/800/600g $711

1979-80 $72,221,000 126,373 $78,100,453 6,491 $2,339,150 119,882 $75,761,303 $1,500/800/600g $685

1980-81 $74,210,000 121,712 $79,878,724 6,832 $2,546,310 114,880 $77,332,414 $1,500/800/600h $737

1981-82 $73,467,900 123,345 $77,592,308 7,447 $2,898,369 115,898 $74,693,939 $1,350/704/528i $723

1982-83 $80,147,000 119,518 $87,634,541 8,127 $2,926,642 111,391 $84,707,899 $1,500/800/600/400j $842

1983-84 $80,147,000 115,917 $83,465,276 8,173 $3,578,753 107,744 $79,886,523 $1,425/760/570/380k $816

1984-85 $85,757,000 117,927 $88,385,148 7,170 $2,900,970 110,757 $85,484,178 $1,500/800/600/400j $851

1985-86 $91,000,000 117,526 $97,027,689 7,505 $3,577,032 110,021 $93,450,657 $1,650/800/600/400l $940

1986-87 $96,000,000 114,392 $103,567,421 7,212 $3,693,304 107,180 $99,874,117 $1,750/800/600/400m $1,033

1987-88 $105,600,000 118,369 $111,080,461 6,742 $3,637,005 111,627 $107,443,456 $1,850/800/600/400n $1,088

1988-89 $116,160,000 114,352 $119,048,422 6,794 $3,975,922 107,558 $115,072,500 $2,000/800/600/400o $1,179

1989-90 $127,780,000 119,987 $132,399,639 6,674 $4,208,980 113,313 $128,190,659 $2,100/800/600/400p $1,268

1990-91 $140,558,000 119,820 $142,581,072 7,103 $4,855,391 112,717 $137,725,681 $2,200/800/600/400q $1,346
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PA State Grant Program Overview Tables

Table 1: Summary of PA State Grant Program Growth 1965-66 to 2010-11

A

Combined Academic
Year and Summer

School Summer School Only Academic Year Program Only

Year Appropriation
Number

of Awards
Value of
Awards

Number
of Awards

Value of
Awards

Number
of Awards

Value of
Awards Maximum Award

Full-Year
Average Award

1991-92 $155,000,000 126,666 $158,491,610 7,321 $4,767,698 119,345 $153,723,912 $2,300/800/600/400r $1,441

1992-93 $170,500,000 128,726 $172,121,199 7,880 $5,413,423 120,846 $166,707,776 $2,400/800/600/400s $1,554

1993-94 $187,550,000 132,620 $186,839,125 7,583 $5,549,256 125,037 $181,289,869 $2,500/800/600/400t $1,639

1994-95 $206,300,000 143,859 $216,677,593 7,461 $5,934,850 136,398 $210,742,743 $2,600/800/600/400u $1,782

1995-96 $233,091,000 152,312 $232,018,905 8,140 $6,854,058 144,172 $225,164,847 $2,632/780/585/390v $1,862

1996-97 $233,091,000 150,836 $240,458,265 8,604 $7,139,098 142,232 $233,319,167 $2,632/780/585/390v $1,895

1997-98 $249,407,000 150,652 $251,548,575 9,506 $7,819,430 141,146 $243,729,145 $2,700/800/600/400w $1,970

1998-99 $266,866,000 152,244 $270,722,739 12,121 $10,287,095 140,123 $260,435,644 $2,900/800/600/400x $2,098

1999-00 $285,547,000 151,098 $280,401,189 12,756 $11,216,635 138,342 $269,184,554 $3,100/800/600/400y $2,199

2000-01 $314,102,000 164,213 $325,234,021 12,326 $11,162,469 151,887 $314,071,552 $3,200/800/600/400z $2,346

2001-02 $336,089,000 163,342 $337,013,506 13,190 $12,585,426 150,152 $324,428,080 $3,300/800/600/400aa $2,463

2002-03 $347,911,000 166,257 $346,774,770 14,034 $14,115,362 152,223 $332,659,408 $3,300/800/600/400aa $2,496

2003-04 $347,911,000 175,162 $357,966,207 15,535 $15,237,101 159,627 $342,729,106 $3,300/800/600/400aa $2,484
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Award Notes 
 
1965-66  3,400 freshmen applications processed by PHEAA. These awards were for the spring semester only. PHEAA received 

applications from upperclassmen in the form of nominations from the colleges.
 
1966-67 9,000 freshmen applications processed by PHEAA. Renewals and upperclassmen recommended by the colleges. First 

awards made to students in non-degree schools.
 
1967-68 22,000 freshmen applications processed by PHEAA. Renewals and upperclassmen recommended by the colleges.
 
1968-69 
& 
Beyond 

All applications, including renewals and upperclassmen, processed by PHEAA.

 
1995-96   
& 
1996-97 
 
 
 
2008-09 
 
 
 
2009-10 
 
 
2010-11 

 
The anticipated maximum award for the 1995-96 academic year, for students attending Pennsylvania postsecondary 
institutions, was set at $2,700. However, resources were insufficient to sustain this value. The result was a 2. 5 percent 
reduction of this maximum award, to $2,632. Consistent with this adjustment, the maximum awards to the three categories of 
applicants attending out-of-state institutions were reset to $780, $585, and $390. These maximum values also applied to 
awards for the 1996-97 State Grant Program. 
 
With the discontinuation of supplemental funding from PHEAA, the appropriation was insufficient to maintain the maximum 
award values set for the 2007-08 State Grant Program. All maximum award values were set to 87.67 percent of 2007-08 
levels.  
 
The appropriation was insufficient to maintain the maximum award values set for the 2007-08 State Grant Program. All 
maximum award values were set to 87.67 percent of 2007-08 levels. 
 
The appropriation was insufficient to maintain the maximum award values set for the 2007-08 State Grant Program. All 
maximum award values were set to 75.35 percent of 2007-08 levels. 
 
 
 

Financial Resources 
 
1972-73    This figure does not include an additional $3,858,000 appropriation from the $150,000,000 Governor’s Flood Relief 

 Appropriation for awarding special state higher education grants to children of flood victims. 
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1974-75 This figure does not include an $879,800 allocation from the federal government under the State Student Incentive Grant 

(SSIG)* Program for grants to students and legislative authorization to use $1,100,000 from prior year funds. 
 

2005-06 
 
2006-07 
 
2007-08

The Appropriation does not include $25,393,000 in supplemental funding that PHEAA provided from its business earnings. 
 
The Appropriation does not include $59,193,000 in supplemental funding that PHEAA provided from its business earnings. 
 
The Appropriation does not include $53,798,000 in supplemental funding that PHEAA provided from its business earnings. 

7
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*Federal SSIG allocations for 1975-76 through 1997-98 and for the Leveraging Educational Assistance 
Partnership/Special Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP/SLEAP) program allocations for 1998-99 
through the current year to PHEAA are as follows: 
 

 
 
These dollars are not included in the appropriations in Table 1 above. 

Year Year Year
1975-76 $941,027 1988-89 $3,211,574 1998-99 $1,122,475/$0
1976-77 $2,007,315 1989-90 $3,160,960 1999-00 $1,122,478/$0
1977-78 $2,593,301 1990-91 $2,600,463 2000-01 $1,352,995/ $505,591
1978-79 $2,705,480 1991-92 $2,904,203 2001-02 $1,330,873/ $1,380,947
1979-80 $3,403,444 1992-93 $3,181,364 2002-03 $1,326,522/ $3,372,961
1980-81 $3,405,778 1993-94 $3,202,523 2003-04 $1,568,838/ $3,309,416
1981-82 $3,428,791 1994-95 $3,208,951 2004-05 $1,460,275/ $2,177,218
1982-83 $3,266,704 1995-96 $2,792,605 2005-06 $1,321,386/ $2,193,097
1983-84 $2,635,216 1996-97 $1,402,370 2006-07 $1,322,230/ $2,224,845
1984-85 $3,360,887 1997-98 $2,244,951 2007-08 $1,321,386/ $1,717,352
1985-86 $3,350,924 2008-09 $1,321,386/ $1,699,724
1986-87 $3,200,006 2009-10 $1,374,067/ $1,766,689
1987-88 $3,352,049 2010-11  $1,486,575/ $1,987,467

SSIG Funds SSIG Funds LEAP/SLEAP Funds       



Maximum Award Notes 
 
a       Maximum award held to tuition and fees not to exceed $800. 
 

b       Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800. 
 
c       Maximum award held to tuition and fees not to exceed $1,200 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, and tuition and fees not to exceed $800 if attending an 

out-of-state institution. 
 

d       Maximum award held to tuition and fees not to exceed $1,200 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for all veteran or 
renewal applicants attending an out-of-state institution, or to tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all first-time non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution.  

 

e       Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,200 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 
all veteran applicants and those renewals who had awards in 1973-74 attending an out-of-state institution, or to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for 
all other non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution. 

 
f      Maximum award held to 80% of  tuition not to exceed $1,200 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of  tuition not to exceed $800 for all veteran 

applicants and those renewals who had awards in 1973-74 attending an out-of-state institution, or to 80% of tuition not to exceed $600 for all other non-
veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution. 

 

g     Maximum award held to 80% of tuition not to exceed $1,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition not to exceed $800 for all veteran 
applicants attending an out-of-state institution, or to 80% of tuition not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution. 

 

h      Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 
all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, or to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution. 

 
i       Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, or to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution. Each state  grant is then reduced by approximately 8% and t hen the final term award is further reduced by approximately 4% at semester 
schools or by approximately 6% at quarter schools. 

 

j        Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 
all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, or to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution located in a portable state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state.  
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k      Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 
all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a portable state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. The final term award is then reduced by 10% at semester schools or by 15% at quarter schools. 

 

l        Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,650 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 
all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
 

m     Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,750 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 
all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
n      Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $1,850 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
o     Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,000 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
p     Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,100 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
q      Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,200 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
r       Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,300 if attending a Pennsylvanian institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 

for all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution located in a portable state, and to 80% tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 
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s      Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,400 if attending a Pennsylvanian institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 
for all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution located in a portable state, and to 80% tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
t       Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,500 if attending a Pennsylvanian institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 

for all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution located in a portable state, and to 80% tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
u      Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,600 if attending a Pennsylvanian institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 

for all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-
state institution located in a portable state, and to 80% tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
v Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,632 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $780 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $585 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $390 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
w Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,700 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
x Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,900 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
y Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $3,100 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
z Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $3,200 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
aa Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $3,300 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
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institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
bb Maximum award held to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $3,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $800 for 

all veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution, to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state 
institution located in a por table state, and to 80% of tuition and fees not to exceed $400 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution 
located in a non-portable state. 

 
cc Maximum award is $4,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $23,001 to $25,000 range, $4,200 if attending a 

Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $17,501 to $23,000 range, $3,900 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs 
are in the $10,001 to $17,500 range, $2,000 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in $0 to $10,000 range, $800 for all veteran 
applicants attending an out-of-state institution, $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a portable state, and $400 for 
all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a non-portable state. 

 
dd Maximum award is $4,700 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $25,001 to $27,000 range, $4,300 if attending a 

Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $19,001 to $25,000 range, $4,000 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs 
are in the $10,001 to $19,000 range, $2,500 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in $0 to $10,000 range, $800 for all veteran 
applicants attending an out-of-state institution, $600 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a portable state, and $400 for 
all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a non-portable state.  

 
ee Maximum award is $4,120 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $25,001 to $27,000 range, $3,770 if attending a 

Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $19,001 to $25,000 range, $3,507 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs 
are in the $10,001 to $19,000 range, $2,192 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in $0 to $10,000 range, $701 for all veteran 
applicants attending an out-of-state institution, $526 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a portable state, and $351 for 
all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a non-portable state.  

 
ff Maximum award is $4,120 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $26,001 to $28,000 range, $3,770 if attending a 

Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $20,001 to $26,000 range, $3,507 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs 
are in the $10,001 to $20,000 range, $2,192 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in $0 to $10,000 range, $701 for all veteran 
applicants attending an out-of-state institution, $526 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a portable state, and $351 for 
all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a non-portable state.  

 
gg Maximum award is $3,541 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $28,001 to $30,000 range, $3,240 if attending a 

Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in the $21,001 to $28,000 range, $3,014 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs 
are in the $11,001 to $21,000 range, $1,884 if attending a Pennsylvania institution and the allowable costs are in $0 to $11,000 range, $603 for all veteran 
applicants attending an out-of-state institution, $452 for all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a portable state, and $301 for 
all non-veteran applicants attending an out-of-state institution located in a non-portable state.  
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These materials have been developed and paid for by the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance 
Agency (PHEAA) for informational purposes. Although the Information contained in this document is 
believed to be accurate at the time of printing, PHEAA does not guarantee its accuracy. You should 
independently verify that this information is correct.
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Created in 1963 by the Pennsylvania General Assembly, the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) has 

evolved into one of the nation’s leading student aid organizations. Today, PHEAA is a national provider of student financial 

aid services, serving millions of students and thousands of schools through its loan guaranty, loan servicing, financial aid 

processing, outreach and other student aid programs.

PHEAA’s earnings are used to support its public service mission and to pay its operating costs, including administration 

of the Pennsylvania State Grant and other state-funded student aid programs. PHEAA continues to devote its energy, 

resources and imagination to developing innovative ways to ease the financial burden of higher education for students, 

families, schools and taxpayers.

PHEAA conducts its student loan servicing activities nationally as American Education Services (AES) and FedLoan Servicing. 

Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency

State Grant and Special Programs
1200 North Seventh Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102-1444 . Phone: 717.720.2800

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Representative William F. Adolph, Jr. 
Chairman, Springfield

Senator Wayne D. Fontana 
Vice Chairman, Pittsburgh

Representative Mike Carroll 
Avoca

Representative Paul I. Clymer  
Sellersville

Senator Jane M. Earll  
Erie

Senator Edwin B. Erickson 
Newtown Square	

Senator Lawrence M. Farnese, Jr. 
Philadelphia

Representative Dan Frankel 
Pittsburgh

Senator Vincent J. Hughes 
Philadelphia

Representative Sandra J. Major 
Montrose

Representative Jennifer L. Mann 
Allentown 

Representative Michael Peifer 
Greentown

Senator Jeffrey E. Piccola 
Harrisburg

Honorable Roy Reinard  
Holland

Representative James R. Roebuck, Jr.  
Philadelphia

Honorable A. William Schenck III 
Pittsburgh

Mr. Timothy R. Thyreen 
Waynesburg

Secretary Ronald J. Tomalis 
PA Department of Education

Senator Robert M. Tomlinson 
Bensalem

Senator John N. Wozniak 
Johnstown


	Table of Contents
	The Pennsylvania State Grant Program
	The Federal Pell Grant
	Program Overview Tables
	Overview Table Notes
	Institutional Sector Recipient Statistics
	Institutional Sector Statistics - Full-Time Recipient Statistics
	Institutional Sector Statistics - Part-Time Recipient Statistics
	Institutional Sector Statistics - Veteran Recipient Statistics
	Institutional Sector Statistics - Summer Recipient Statistics
	About PHEAA



